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is a federal state
divided into

3 Regions

and into
3 Communities

The Flemish Region

The Brussels-Capital Region

The Walloon Region

The Flemish Community

The German-speaking 

Community

The Walloon and Brussels 

Federation

Communities and Regions in 

Belgium



Public Employment Services

Brussels-Capital Region : 

(languages: French+Dutch)

Flemish Region :

(language: Dutch)

Walloon Region :

(language: French)

German-speaking 

Community :

(language: German)

http://www.actiris.be/fr/default_fr.htm


Unemployment rate

Flemish Region :

7,0 % (2014)

Unemployment rate

Brussels-Capital Region : 

18,4 % (2014)

Unemployment rate

Walloon Region :

15,3 (2014)

Source : PFS of Economy, Belgium Statistics – General Direction

Belgian labour market situation



Belgian labour market situation

Shortage of qualified workers

Surplus of unqualified workers

High Interregional Mobility

Lack of bilingualism French/Dutch or even multilingualism 

is required (Dutch, French/English/German)



Shortages in Belgium

IT (software developer, project manager,…)

Engineering (civil engineer, engineer in industry,…)

Healthcare (nurse, geriatric helpers, hospital doctors…)

Construction (welder, roofer, electrician, bricklayer,…)

Technicians (production technician in biopharmacy, 

maintenance technician and automotive diagnostic, 

refrigeration technician,…)

► Shortages’ listing for each region are available in the “Living and Working 

conditions in Belgium” doc.

► Note that shortages vary from region to region



Surplusses in Belgium

Unskilled workers (low competences)

Monolingual clerks (Dutch & French indispensable)

Social Profit (social workers…)  

Retail (sales…)

Textile (production workers….) 



Growing sectors

Petrochemistry / bio- and 

environmental industry

Energy (electricity, gas…)

Finance (bank, insurance…)

I.T.

Healthcare

Logistics, transports, 

distributions

Telecom / internet

Construction

Industry

17%

Agriculture

1% Other sectors

11%

Construction

6%

Services

65%



EURES Services

eures.europa.eu

► On “Jobseekers” section, 

click on “Search for a job”

http://ec.europa.eu/eures/home.jsp?lang=fr


A job in Flanders ?

www.vdab.be

► On main page, click on “Werk 

zoeken” section

► Website is translated in 

several languages

► Registration abroad possible

http://vdab.be/


A job in Wallonia?

www.leforem.be

► On “Recherchez des offres 

d’emploi” section, write your 

field of activity

http://www.leforem.be/


A job in Brussels?

www.actiris.be

► On “Chercheur 

d’emploi/werzoekende” section, 

click on “consulter les offres 

d’emploi/vacatures raadplegen” 

section

http://www.actiris.be/


A job in the German speaking region ?

www.adg.be

► On main page, cklick on “Accès 

direct aux offres d’emploi”  section

► Website only available in French 

and German 

http://www.adg.be/


Looking for a job

Most of the jobs are not advertised
► Spontaneous application

CV 
► Language of the vacancy

► 1 page, maximum 2 pages

Application letter 
► 1 page

CV & Application letter
► Adapted to the vacancy

europass.cedefop.europa.eu

http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/


Career in the E.U. Institutions

europa.eu/epso

http://europa.eu/epso/


Available on these websites :

www.vdab.be Flemish Region

www.bijob.be Brussels-Capital Region

www.leforem.be Walloon Region

www.dglive.be German Speaking Community

Brochure LWC Belgium

http://www.vdab.be/
http://www.bijob.be/
http://www.leforem.be/
http://www.dglive.be/


Workers/Employees

WORKERS

(blue collar job)

EMPLOYEES

(white collar job)

Salary 2 x month 1 x month

Illness : Salary 2 weeks guaranteed 1 month guaranteed

Holiday allowance Paid by Labour 

Fund

Paid by Employer



10% of all workers and employees earn 1.800 €°/month (max)

10% of all workers and employees earn 4.600 €°/month (min)

Average Salary 

► 3.004 €°/month 

► director 7.870 €°/month

► catering workers : 1.899 €°/month

► guaranteed minimum wage (21 years) 1.387,49 €°/month

Working Conditions

° all salaries are gross

Source: Vacature 2010



Salary Net versus Gross

What’s the amount of your net salary?

Gross salary

- 13.07 % (Social security contributions)

---------------

Taxable amount  

- Taxes

---------------

Net salary



Taxes

Income taxes 

► Charged on the total income (several deductions possible)

► Tax brackets form 25 to 50%  

Local taxes

► Local authority (municipality, province and region)

VAT

► Between 6% and 21% (included in price)



Housing in Belgium

Rent or buy a house

► Orange-black posters announcing ‘for rent’ or ‘for sale’ are stuck to the 

available residences. 

Most journals and regional papers publish small 

announcements for hiring or renting residences.

► www.vlan.be

Estate agencies can also help to find a house or flat.

► www.immoweb.be



Useful links

www.belgium.be

www.socialsecurity.be

www.career.be

www.stepstone.be

www.monster.be

www.jobsinbrussels.com

www.vacature.be

www.references.be

www.jobat.be

General Websites

Job Offers Websites



Questions



Made in Belgium



Contact

Eures advisor’s name

Address

Phone

E-mail

Website



Merci !

Dank u !

Vielen Dank!

Hilde, Annie and Nico

http://www.actiris.be/fr/default_fr.htm

